Morton Ranch High School

Athletic Booster Club

By-Laws

Article I: Name and Purpose

The name of the athletic booster club shall be Morton Ranch High School Athletic Booster Club (MRHS ABC). It shall be called either the "Morton Ranch Athletic Booster Club" or the "Morton Ranch High School Athletic Booster Club". The purpose of this club is to provide support and assistance to .the student athletes of Morton Ranch High School and to the athletic programs in which they participate.

Article II: Basic Policies

The following are basic policies of the Morton Ranch High School Athletic Booster Club:

a. The organization shall be noncommercial, nonsectarian, and nonpartisan.

b. The name of the organization or the names of any members in their official capacities shall not be used to endorse or promote a commercial concern or in connection with any partisan interest or for any purpose not appropriately related to promotion of the purpose of the organization.

c. The organization shall not - directly or indirectly - participate or intervene in any way, including the publishing or distribution of statements in any political campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for public office, or devote more than an insubstantial part of its activities to attempting to influence legislation by propaganda or otherwise.

d. No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, directors, trustees, officers or other private persons except that the organization shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article 1.

e. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (i) by an organization exempt from Federal income tax under Section 501(C)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or (ii) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(C)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code.

f. Upon the dissolution of this organization, after paying or adequately providing for the debts and obligations of the organization, the remaining assets shall be distributed to one or more non-profit funds, foundations or organizations which have established their tax exempt status under Section 501(C)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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Article Ill: Membership and Dues

Membership in the MRHS ABC shall be open to parents of Morton Ranch High School students, parents of junior high school students who will attend Morton Ranch High School, and any other interested patron or business who subscribes to the Purpose and Principles of Action as stated in Articles I and XII of these By-Laws. Membership is necessary to cast a vote at a general meeting or to hold office, but non-membership does not preclude participation in any of the activities sponsored by this organization. Membership is by family or business, but when voting occurs, each adult member of the family represented or a company representative of the business represented at the meeting may cast a vote. Memberships may be received at any time during the year. Memberships will not be pro-rated.

Annual membership dues will be set by the Executive Board.

The elected Vice President (or Co-Vice Presidents) of Membership are responsible for collecting membership forms and annual dues. That person or persons will maintain a current roster of membership and will distribute the funds to the treasurer of the

organization in a timely manner.

Honorary memberships shall be conferred to the Morton Ranch High School Principals, the Morton Ranch High School Athletic Coordinator, the Morton Ranch High School Coaching Staff, the Katy ISD Athletic Director, Superintendent, and the Past President. Teachers and other school personnel are encouraged to join as regular members.

All members of the MRHS ABC may receive a copy of the By-Laws upon request to the Secretary or the President.

Article IV: General Membership Meetings

General membership meetings of the MRHS ABC shall be held at least on a monthly basis during the academic school year.  Dates and times will be established by the executive board at its first meeting of the year.  Five days notice shall be given if a change of date is needed.

Additional meetings of the association may be called by the President or by a majority of the Executive Board, five days notice having been given.

The meetings will be announced by local newspaper, newsletter, telephone or web page.

All meetings of the MRHS ABC, including committee meetings, shall be public meetings.

A quorum for the purpose of voting on motions or-elections shall consist often (10) or more members.

Once a quorum has been established, a majority vote rules.

Article V: Executive Board Meetings

The executive Board shall consist of the officers of the association, the MRHS Athletic Coordinator, and the principals of Morton Ranch High School ex-officio.

Each member of the Executive Board needs to attend 75% of the Executive Board Monthly Meetings.

Executive board meetings of the MRHS ABC shall be held at least on a monthly basis during the academic school year.  Dates and times will be established by the executive board at its first meeting of the year.  Five days notice shall be given if a change of date is needed. 

A quorum for the purpose of voting on business or motions shall consist of 2/3 or more Executive Board Members.

A majority vote at the regular Executive Board meetings shall rule.

Additional meetings of the association may be called by the President, five days notice having been given.

Additional meetings of the Executive Board may be called by the President or by a majority of the members of the Board, two (2) days notice being given.

Article VI: Elections. Officers. and Executive Board

The officers’ of MRHS ABC shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Vice-President of Membership, Vice-President of Concessions, Vice-President of Promotions, Vice-President of Public Relations, Secretary, Treasurer, and Parliamentarian. The Katy ISD Athletic Director and Katy ISD Superintendent will serve as ex-officio members of the Board.

Additional officers may be created by the Board as deemed necessary, but must be voted on by the general membership prior to taking office.

All officers shall be elected to a one-year term of office by a majority vote of the membership. This election shall take place at the regularly-scheduled general membership meeting in April and shall be effective on June 1 of that year. Officers shall serve from June 1 to May 31 for a period of one year. No business organization may occur after June 1 of any given year unless new officers have been elected. This term of office shall coincide with the fiscal year of the club.

To be considered for president or treasurer, a member must currently be serving a one year elected term on the MRHS ABC executive board, unless approved by the current executive board.

At the February Executive Board meeting, a Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the President. The members shall include the President (if not seeking re-election), MRHS Athletic Coordinator, and one member from each grade level at MRHS.

The nominating committee members shall be presented to the general membership at the February meeting.

A slate of officers for the following year shall be presented to the general membership at the March meeting, at which time additional nominations shall be made from the floor.

All officers must be members of the Morton Ranch High School Athletic Booster Club.

No Executive Board member shall be allowed to serve more than two elected consecutive terms in the same position without approval by two-thirds majority of those members present at the regular scheduled meeting.

At the April meeting, the Vice President, acting as head of the Auditing Committee, shall appoint two individuals to the committee for the purpose of reviewing the organization's financial records. This shall be done after the close of the fiscal year.

Vacancies in Office:

The President shall have the authority to nominate vacant Executive Board positions. The Executive Board has the authority to approve by simple majority.

Reasons to Remove:

By a two-thirds vote of the Executive Board, an officer or committee member may be removed from office for failure to perform duties.

Article Vll: Executive Board Duties

The President shall:

Coordinate the work of the officers and committees to stay in focus of the Purpose of this organization.

Confirm that a quorum is present at each meeting of the organization.

Preside at all meetings of the association.

Be authorized to sign on bank accounts.

The Past-President shall act as an advisor to the President.

The Vice President shall:

Preside at all meetings in the absence of the President

Act as aide to the President

Act as head of the Audit Committee

Act as the liaison between booster clubs and other support organizations Develop a short and long term financial plan

Be authorized to sign on bank accounts.

All other Vice Presidents shall:

Be chairman of their committees and steer their committees to accomplish the goals and purposes of the organization

Keep a good record of their activities to pass on to the next officer

The Secretary shall:

Record the minutes of all meetings of the association Keep a current copy of the By-Laws

Coordinate newsletter publication

Perform necessary club correspondence

The Treasurer shall:

Have custody of all funds of the association

Keep books of account and records, including bank statements, receipts, budgets, invoices, paid receipts, and cancelled checks, for five years.

Make disbursements as authorized by the President, Executive Board, or association in accordance with the budget.

Sign on bank accounts

Present a financial statement at general meetings, Executive Board meetings, and at other times when requested by the association.

Construct a full report of the year's activities at the end of the fiscal year.

Be responsible for the maintenance of such books of account and records.

Submit books to the auditing Committee as requested.

Work with the Executive Board in establishing an annual budget, to be presented at the last general membership meeting of the year by the new treasurer.

The Parliamentarian shall:

Make sure all the meetings run smoothly according to the By-laws adopted by the Athletic Booster Club.

Article VIII: Fundraisers

Primary funding for the MRHS ABC shall come from membership dues, concessions, and promotions. All fundraising activities must be approved by the Morton Ranch High School Principal before they begin.

Article IX: Expenditure of Funds

Funds of the MRHS ABC will be disbursed throughout the year by the Executive Board. A simple majority vote at regularly-scheduled meetings will decide disbursement.

A financial operating budget shall be submitted by the Treasurer of the organization and reviewed and approved annually by the Executive Board and the general membership.

Article X: Relationship to School

All activities and programs of the MRHS ABC, insofar as they bear on students of the school, shall be under the supervision of the school. Furthermore, careful attention shall be given to the operation of club activities to insure compliance with rules of the University Interscholastic League (UIL) and the policies of Katy ISD.

The MRHS ABC shall not attempt to direct a coach in any of his or her duties. The schedule of contests, the rules for participation, the method of earning letters, and all other criteria dealing with the inter-school program are under the jurisdiction of the local school administration.
The Superintendent of Katy ISD and/or the Principal of Morton Ranch High School shall have veto power over the decisions and activities of the MRHS ABC.

Article XI: Amendments

The procedure for amending these By-Laws will be as follows:

a.
Proposed changes will be submitted in writing to the Executive Board prior to
reviewing with the general membership.

b.
Proposed changes will then be submitted to the general membership at a
regularly-scheduled meeting. Voting on the proposed changes may not occur until the next regularly-scheduled meeting.

c.
A two-thirds majority of those members present (provided there is a quorum) is
necessary to effect change.

d.
The change will become effective immediately, unless otherwise indicated.

Article XII: Principles of Action

The MRHS ABC shall undertake (but not be limited to) the following activities:

a.
Provide a forum for parents and patrons to meet together to provide support for 
the students in the athletic programs of Morton Ranch High School

b.
Direct fundraising activities to support the athletic programs of Morton Ranch
High School students.

c.
Provide scholarships each year for outstanding seniors who have been
representative of the high ideals of athletic competition at Morton Ranch High
School.

Article XIII: Rules and Order

"Robert's Rules of Order - Revised" shall be the authority for parliamentary proceedings of all meetings, unless they are inconsistent with these bylaws or conflict with special rules of order that the club adopts.
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